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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 16 October. 
MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [4.50 pm]:  On behalf of the electorate of Nedlands, I place on record my 
condolences to the victims of the Bali tragedy.  During the weekend, I opened the tennis season at the Dalkeith 
and Nedlands Tennis Clubs.  They, along with other businesses in that area, have raised funds to contribute to a 
raffle.  I also attended a fundraiser for the Independent Living Centre of WA in my community.  It also 
conducted a raffle, the proceeds of which will be sent to Bali.  Today, I laid a wreath outside Parliament House 
for the victims of the Bali bombing.  When we asked a florist for some wattle, we were told that he did not have 
any, so we rang the Kings Park Board, which is in my electorate, and it kindly supplied us wattle and it was 
made into a wreath and placed on the steps of the Parliament.  On behalf of my electorate, I thank the board for 
that.  I also express my condolences to the family and friends of the loved ones who died in Bali.  We offer our 
prayers and thoughts to the families and loved ones who are hoping that their loved ones who were hurt in that 
incident will recover.  
There are many issues of concern in my electorate.  I will concentrate on heritage matters in Subiaco because 
that is causing a lot of damage to many families.  I foreshadow two issues that will arise in my electorate unless 
they are resolved.  The first issue relates to the Mable Talbot Reserve and the Henderson Park oval, which abuts 
Jersey Street and Salvado Road in Wembley.  The Jolimont residents are concerned that part of the oval will be 
covered in bitumen.  I agree with them that that would virtually cut the park and the oval in half.  I have made 
very strong representations to the Town of Cambridge about the matter.  Last week, with Jolimont residents and 
members of the Wembley athletics club, I met with the chief executive officer of the Town of Cambridge.  
Jolimont residents are concerned about the reduction of parking spaces as a result of development and they want 
a new car park built on the old nursery site.  The Cambridge council is considering building a bitumen car park 
in a very beautiful area, which can be described only as a Constable painting.   
The Sunset Hospital site is the second major contentious issue that I foreshadow.  I am against the sale of the 
Sunset Hospital site to raise $15 million, which the Government alleges will go into the health budget, but will 
probably go into the Government’s revenue coffers.  Along with many residents in my electorate and other 
electorates, I find that very disturbing.  The alleged community consultation that is taking place has not 
concluded, but I foreshadow that as a contentious issue.  If the Government carves up or sells off A-class 
reserves that were reserved by our forefathers - for example, Kings Park - it must consider what it is doing and 
what it will leave our children in the future.  I will say more about those issues when the Sunset Steering 
Committee makes public its proposals to the Government.  
Heritage has been a significant issue in my electorate since this Government came to power.  Heritage issues 
have been disputed in my electorate and suburbs around the State, most notably in Hilton and Fremantle.  Under 
the Heritage of Western Australia Act, the City of Subiaco has placed an enormous number of properties and 
homes on its municipal inventory.  That will be the main topic of my speech in the Address-in-Reply debate.  
However, before I do that, I inform members that I collated what I had to say a couple of months ago.  At that 
time, I promised two journalists from the Western Suburbs Weekly that I would congratulate them on winning 
the Pacific Area Newspapers Association’s newspaper of the year award in the non-daily free category.  That 
award included publishers from Australia, New Zealand and six other countries in the Pacific.  I congratulate the 
Western Suburbs Weekly.  It is a great newspaper; it is refreshing, colourful and informative.  I pay tribute to 
Gabby and Simone, who are friendly, approachable journalists.  Not long after that, I believe Post Newspapers 
Pty Ltd won a prize, and I congratulate it on that achievement.  I like to be fair in what I have to say about my 
local newspapers so I congratulate the journalists from Post Newspapers also.  

I first became aware of the Subiaco heritage issue when first a trickle and then a flood of people complained 
about a publication they had received from the City of Subiaco.  The publication, which I have in my hand, is 
called the “City of Subiaco Municipal Inventory Review and Proposed Protection of Heritage through the Town 
Planning Scheme”.  It is a wordy document and I believe that 15 000 of these documents were distributed.  I do 
not know how much that cost the ratepayers.  Certainly, people came to my office thick and fast after receiving 
the publication.  I show members a map of Subiaco from that publication that has been cut in half and placed at 
different angles.  I will tear out the map and place it so that it shows the extent of the heritage coverage in 
Subiaco.  The coloured areas show the extent of the heritage areas in Subiaco.  The different colours represent 
different classifications.  Orange represents an exceptional classification, which I have been told refers to 
heritage buildings such as the Sydney Opera House.  Some suburbs in the electorate of Nedlands also have some 
heritage buildings of such significance.  Purple represents considerable heritage sites and blue represents sites 
with some level of heritage significance.  White represents individual places that have been listed, although I do 
not know how many there are.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 22 October 2002] 

 p2184b-2191a 
Ms Sue Walker; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas 

 [2] 

I was invited to a stakeholders’ meeting at the Subiaco council, where I asked some questions.  I tore the map, as 
I have done here, and I looked at how many places were covered by the city of Subiaco.  The city of Subiaco 
refers to not only Subiaco but also areas such as Jolimont and Daglish.  I will read the names of some of the 
precincts that have been covered.  For instance, there is Jolimont, Daglish, north Subiaco, the town centre, Hay 
Street east, Rokeby Road south, the civic and cultural centre and the golden triangle.  Number eight is the 
triangle.  There are some lovely houses there, and I will come back to that.  There is also west Subiaco, Shenton 
Park, the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre, the area of Hollywood and the university.  I raised this issue and a 
lot of other questions at that meeting.  Missing from that area is the new Subi Centro development.  I have learnt 
since then that Subi Centro will come under the Subiaco Redevelopment Authority for the next couple of years.  
At the end of my speech, not only will I call for the publication of the municipal inventory of the Subiaco 
Redevelopment Authority - I understand from a briefing on another matter that it has a municipal inventory - but 
also I will call for the publication in The West Australian and the local newspapers of the complete list of 
addresses on the current municipal inventory and the complete list of addresses on the draft municipal inventory 
of the City of Subiaco.  The reason for that will become clear as I continue my speech.  Currently - I stand 
corrected by the City of Subiaco - a person can ring and ask whether his or her property is on the list.  However, 
to get the complete list, people must go to the library and print it from the computer, which is very expensive for 
an individual.   

What is the importance of publishing this document?  The importance is that it will get the community talking.  
If you lived next door to me, Madam Acting Speaker (Ms K. Hodson-Thomas), I could ask you whether you 
realised that your house was on the municipal inventory.  There can be general discussion in the community.  
The heritage debate in Subiaco has been raging for quite some time and the City of Subiaco publishes a 
newsletter every month.  I have not seen one word about this debate in that newsletter; yet it has been plastered 
throughout articles published by Post Newspapers Pty Ltd and in The West Australian.  It is important that the 
City of Subiaco is seen to be transparent, open and accountable and that the public can discuss this issue.   

I am receiving anecdotal evidence that the elderly are very confused.  They have been putting these notices in the 
bin.  There are a lot of elderly people in the Subiaco municipality who do not understand the significance of the 
notices they are receiving.  That is borne out by a survey that was undertaken by the Hilton precinct and the City 
of Fremantle.  Of the 1 180 surveys that were sent out, 327 were returned; 195 from owners of the municipal 
inventory-listed properties and 132 from non-listed property owners.  The surveys and newsletters were sent to 
individuals.  However, when there is a publication in a newspaper, it becomes much more widely discussed.  
People can ask a business whether it knew it was on the inventory.  It becomes much more open and accountable 
and there is proper community feeling about the issue.  Sometimes even surveys that are sent out are chucked in 
the bin.  They are difficult because people have to respond to them.   

The first question in the survey was, “Were you aware your property is currently listed on the City of Fremantle 
municipal heritage inventory?”  Of the responses received, 54 per cent said yes, 39 per cent said no and seven 
per cent were not sure.  If those figures are reflective of Hilton, I wonder what would be the result if such a 
survey were conducted in Subiaco, where there has been a 900 per cent increase in properties listed on the draft 
inventory.  The other question was, “As your house is on the City of Fremantle municipal inventory, would you 
like to apply to the council to remove it?”  Of the responses received, 46 per cent said yes, 29 per cent said no 
and 25 per cent were not sure.  Of the 2 800 properties listed on the municipal inventory of the City of Subiaco at 
the moment, I believe 79 have been removed after a lot of bother trying to get the council to remove them.  I will 
return to that issue in a moment.   

I return to the position of the Subiaco municipality before the Labor Government came to power.  In 1995, 300 
places were listed on the municipal inventory, and that is why I am calling for all places on the current municipal 
inventory to be listed.  In 2002 there are at least 3 000 - possibly more - properties on the municipal inventory 
list, a staggering 900 per cent increase.  More importantly, those properties can now be brought into the town 
planning scheme, and the council could gain control of those properties and exercise a control over them that it 
would not ordinarily have under the provisions of the Heritage of Western Australia Act.   

A lot of public debate ensued when ratepayers saw the document to which I have referred.  There have been 
many stories from home owners in articles published by Post Newspapers and in The West Australian about what 
they saw as the ridiculousness of listing homes of little value with no hope of resale and loss of insurance.  An 
article written by Catie Low in the Business News of 8 August this year states -  

The Insurance Council of Australia has issued a statement warning that heritage listings can complicate 
the process of insuring a property.   

A similar article also states -  

Heritage Council senior conservation officer Michael Betham said it was important to understand the 
distinction between municipal inventories and the Western Australian Register of Heritage Places.   
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That is an important distinction -  

“This is a two-tiered system,” he said.   

“The State Government protects places on the registry, and that registry is fairly modest in size.   

“There are just short of 900 places in WA.”   

That is true.  However, from my questioning during the estimates committee hearings, it became apparent that 
20 000 places are banked up waiting for the Heritage Council to assess them.  In any event, ratepayers, like many 
others, face two serious pieces of legislation: the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990 and the town planning 
scheme No 4, which was gazetted on 23 March 2001, six weeks after the state election, and which was approved 
by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure just one month after the state election.   

Section 45 of the Heritage of Western Australia Act makes the compilation of a municipal inventory mandatory.  
It states that the inventory must be updated annually and reviewed every four years and that the local council is 
to ensure the inventory is compiled with proper public consultation.  Currently, the local council has no teeth in 
relation to the inventory.  However, if a person’s house is listed, the inventory is sent to the Heritage Council, 
which assesses it on the criteria outlined in the Act and makes a recommendation to the minister.  If the minister 
accepts the recommendation, he or she can direct that the house be listed on the register.  As I have said, 20 000 
properties are waiting to be assessed by the Heritage Council.  The person’s house would then have a memorial 
on the title and the Heritage Council would control what the person could do with the property.  I will refer to the 
speeches that have been made about that issue.   

Ratepayers in Subiaco received notification of the listing of their properties on the municipal inventory through 
an elaborate publication.  They eventually realised that they were not being properly consulted; a memorial could 
be placed on their title, which was confirmed in the Moullin decision under section 58 of the Heritage of 
Western Australia Act; they would receive no compensation for loss of value; they had no say; planning controls 
were very restrictive, depending on the classification; the assessment was done by students or three people from 
outside the house; the houses would lose value; they were less attractive for buyers; and there was difficulty in 
insuring the properties.   

The fact that the house is less attractive for buyers can be seen from an article on Mrs Hicks who lives in 
Shenton Park.  I had alerted The West Australian to the plight of Mr and Mrs Hicks and the article appeared in 
that newspaper on 7 October.  Mr Hicks, who was a bus driver, had cancer.  He was finding his shifts stressful.  
Mr and Mrs Hicks had lived in the house for 31 years.  They had brought up their children in the house and had 
taken 20 years to pay off their mortgage.  They wanted to sell the house and move to the south of the State to 
have a less stressful life.  I find it remarkable that this story has taken on a life of its own.  Subsequent articles 
have appeared in different newspapers.  A letter from the Heritage Council appeared in The West Australian 
today in response to a letter written by Kevin Ballantine of Shenton Park.  The letter was written by Marli 
Wallace, the chairperson of the Heritage Council.  She seems to have taken on the role of the defender of the 
City of Subiaco.  She wrote - 

Firstly, I understand from the City of Subiaco that the Hicks property (to which Mr Ballantine refers in 
his letter) has been recommended for removal from the City’s draft Municipal Inventory (MI) and that 
this matter was given consideration very early in the Subiaco debate as the owners expressed concern 
due to their wish to sell the property.  I also understand this information was conveyed to the owners in 
writing. 

I am not sure where Ms Wallace got that information from but she certainly appeared to be speaking on behalf of 
the City of Subiaco.  I want to get something straight in this debate.  The journalist is not named, but Post 
Newspapers Pty Ltd published an article on 12 October.  Brett Christian, the owner of Post Newspapers did not 
speak to me and I was not present when he interviewed Mrs Hicks.  A picture of Mrs Hicks and me appeared in 
The West Australian, but I had left after the picture had been taken and had gone somewhere else in the 
electorate.  It is clear from the Post Newspapers Pty Ltd article that the City of Subiaco knew in May that Mrs 
Hicks wanted her house inspected and reviewed.  The issue is this: the council knew about it in May; it is now 
October.  The council decided only last week to remove her house from the draft municipal inventory.  Five or 
six months have passed.  The Post Newspapers article mentioned that Mrs Henderson had been offered a letter to 
be hand delivered on Tuesday afternoon, but it was said to be inconvenient to hold a meeting until Saturday.  I 
have seen a copy of the letter.  It does not state that Mrs Hicks’ house would be removed from the draft 
municipal inventory.  The letter reiterates the same thing - just a recommendation - but takes longer to do so.  
The removal of the house from the draft municipal inventory had to be done by the council, and it was done 
later.  People can come forward on behalf of the City of Subiaco and pretend to know what is happening.  
However, I have seen the letter that Mrs Hicks received.  The reason she did not go to the council on Tuesday 
afternoon was that she did not want to go alone.  Her husband was not available until Saturday. 
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A prospective cash buyer ran for the hills the moment she realised that Mrs Hicks could not get a letter from the 
council saying that the property would be removed from the draft municipal inventory.  I refer to this story to 
support the fact that ratepayers in Subiaco have been supported in their original view that the house would be 
less attractive for buyers.  Their anger heightened when they realised a town planning scheme had been created 
that allowed all the homes on the inventory to be placed on a heritage list under the scheme and that the houses 
would be further controlled by the council. 
A large, crowded meeting took place at Winthrop Hall.  It was attended by 1 100 people, with many more 
outside the building who were not allowed in.  Forty people spoke, eight in support and the rest against.  The 
special electors’ meeting was organised by a large community group formed under Heritage Gone Mad, 
representing residents from all the areas of Subiaco.  The resolution of the meeting to be sent to the council was 
that the municipal inventory should be scrapped and that listing should be voluntary or include compensation, or 
that the council should delay the process until after the council elections.  Council meetings have taken place 
since then, and the council appears to have dug its heels in.  As members will see from the example of Mrs 
Hicks, it is very difficult for people to get their properties removed from the municipal inventory list.  In her case 
it took from at least May until October to remove her property from the list. 
I will not go through the town planning amendment scheme.  I will save that for another day.  However, it is very 
clear that provisions in the town planning regulations, as laid out in the Government Gazette of 22 October 1999, 
have been left out of town planning scheme No 4 for Subiaco.  I refer to the Town Planning Amendment 
Regulations 1999, clause 7.2.3 of which reads - 

If a local government proposes to designate an area as a heritage area, the local government is to  . . .  

(b) advertise the proposal by  . . .  

(ii) erecting a sign giving notice of the proposed designation in a prominent 
location in the area. . .  

A heritage assessment under clause 7.4 also appears to be omitted.  Members have already raised in this House 
other concerns about enforcement under town planning scheme No 4.  There appear to be almost police powers 
of arrest.  Part 8 deals with enforcement.  Clause 84 deals with authorised entry and reads - 

(1) An officer authorised by the Council may, with any assistance required, enter at any reasonable 
time any building or land to determine whether the provisions of this Scheme have been or are 
being observed. 

(2) An authorised officer exercising the power of entry under subclause (1) or any other person 
accompanying an authorised officer - 

It does not say a police officer - 

who:  
(a) finds a person committing; or 
(b) on reasonable grounds suspects a person of having committed, 

breach of a provision of this Scheme, may ask that person for his or her name and address. 
That is a similar power to those of a police officer.  Subclause (4) reads - 

A person who gives or is suspected of giving a false name or address to the person making the inquiry 
under subclause (2) may, without any other warrant, be apprehended by the person making the demand 
and taken before a justice to be dealt with according to law. 

I wonder why those enforcement provisions were put into the document.  I believe it is a question that Subiaco 
ratepayers need to look at.  I am sure that they are not aware of those provisions.   

I turn to the problems that this has raised.  The reduction in property values in Subiaco is the result of blanket 
conservation being placed on areas with no offer of compensation to the individual owners.  Those problems 
were raised originally when the Heritage of Western Australia Bill was introduced in this Chamber by the then 
Minister for Planning, Mrs Pam Beggs.  She said about the Bill - 

The object is to identify, conserve and enhance those places in the State which are of significance to our 
cultural heritage, to promote public awareness of them and to ensure they have a practical future use  
. . .  

The register will contain only places of cultural heritage significance. 

Although the legislation had bipartisan support, Mr Lewis, the then member for Applecross said - 
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This legislation does not recognise the property rights of people nor does it lay down that those rights 
should be protected at all times.  In recent years the property rights of Western Australians have been 
diminished or eroded by the intrusion of legislation and regulations.  The time has come when the 
Government must recognise that people who own property have rights that go with the ownership of 
that property and that those rights should not, by the stroke of a pen, be diminished in any way and 
should not be removed in the public interest.  Without compensation the point is that if the public or the 
State is of the opinion that a person’s property rights should be diminished or, indeed, that a property 
would better serve the public to be in public ownership, the public should be expected to pay for those 
rights which have been sequestered from the owner. 

The Post Newspapers article reported that Mrs Hicks had received advice from a local real estate agent that, with 
heritage listing, the value of her house could drop by $50 000.  In fact, a prospective cash buyer lost interest for 
that reason.  Mr Lewis went on to say -  

This legislation does not fully recognise people’s property rights, particularly when their rights are 
removed by a conservation order without any compensation for the loss of those rights.  

As long ago as 1989, the Liberal Party said that although it supported heritage, there were problems with the 
Heritage of Western Australia Act and compensation to property owners as a result of the diminution of their 
rights.  That is the problem now.   

When this matter was last raised in the House, the Minister for the Environment and Heritage said that she was 
forming a committee to deal with it.  I asked her who would be on that committee.  I am not sure whether the 
committee has been put in place; however, it needs to involve people who represent the community.  I am 
interested to know whether the Minister for the Environment and Heritage has pursued that matter.  

I am sorry that I do not have an hour to deal with this important issue.  I reiterate my call for the Subiaco council 
to publish, in their entirety, the draft inventory of 2 800 or more addresses and the current inventory, which I 
understand contains more than 300 addresses.  

MS K. HODSON-THOMAS (Carine) [5.21 pm]:  Like many members in this place, I convey my condolences 
to the many families that have lost family members as a result of the bombings in Bali on 12 October.  The 
horrors of this despicable and inhumane act are vividly etched on my mind.  The graphic images of the 
inconsolable families that have been shown in the media are a tragic reminder of how fragile life is and that the 
freedoms we have enjoyed and cherished have been stolen from us all.  I also acknowledge the very brave and 
selfless members of the Australian community who stayed in Bali to help the Balinese deal with this terrible 
tragedy and worked alongside them to assist those injured in the blast and deal with the deceased victims.  We all 
feel a profound sense of sadness.  Any one of our family members could have been affected, and we are all 
blessed that they were not.  Nevertheless, those injured or killed are a part of our community fabric, and I convey 
my condolences to all the families that have been deeply affected by this tragedy and had their lives changed 
forever.  As the Premier has said, it is up to all of us to work together to deal with this.  Again, I give my sincere 
condolences to those families that have been affected in such a grave way.   

I take this opportunity to raise an issue in my electorate that is of great importance.  It is interesting that you, Mr 
Acting Speaker (Mr A.D. McRae), are in the Chair, as you chaired the committee that inquired into this matter.  
You know that I am about to embark upon the issue of the closure of the Carine campus of West Coast College 
of TAFE.  The Carine campus of technical and further education was established in 1980 and offers a wide range 
of vocational training programs.  It has always had a strong focus on small business skills, visual arts, 
community services, health sciences, hospitality, library services and science and technology.  The campus is 
situated on 7.9 hectares of prime land south of Almadine Drive, Carine, east of Marmion Avenue and north of 
Reid Highway.  

In April of this year, the Minister for Training announced that the Carine campus would close at the end of 2002.  
I take this opportunity to acknowledge the fact that the minister gave me a call about the closure prior to making 
that announcement.  I commend him for offering me that courtesy.  Although it occurred very late in the 
decision-making process, it was generous of him to at least give me a call.  The campus will close at the end of 
2002, although the hospitality school has a reprieve until 2003, when the students will unfortunately be evicted 
and relocated.  Clearly, those students will need housing in other facilities.  To date, no decision has been made 
about that relocation.  Last Thursday, I presented to the Parliament a petition containing some 355 signatures and 
calling on the minister to not close the campus.  It stated in part -  

If the closure of the Carine Campus does go ahead, it should be deferred, to enable the Carine Campus 
to remain fully functional for all enrolled students until new facilities are ready to receive those 
students.   
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This is a very important matter for the 1 800 students who are enrolled at the campus.  It is my understanding 
that some of the courses that are to be transferred to the Joondalup campus in 2003 are already fully booked.  In 
fact, I understand that this year, the Carine campus dealt with the enrolment overflow from the Joondalup 
campus as well as its own clients.  This uncertainty needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency, largely to 
ensure that students are able to continue their studies.  Those students should be given a guarantee that these 
courses will be available to them.  It is very important that these students are provided with advice about the 
courses, where they will be relocated and when that will happen.  I would like to be informed about what 
mechanisms are in place to advise students, and how students have to date been advised.   

The hospitality school will be relocated.  I am concerned that a new facility at a nearby location, perhaps such as 
Joondalup, be ready to accommodate students in 2004.  In that respect, the petition stated -  

. . . that all courses currently offered at the Carine Campus would be offered at a new facility, which 
would ideally be located in Joondalup.   

Personally, I would urge the minister to not close the campus.  However, as the local member, I understand that I 
should not stick my head in the sand and should be fairly open to change.  Given that I encouraged a road to be 
built through my electorate, I understand change more than some members in my community.  I understand that 
certain things need to happen.  Nevertheless, there is a great need to ensure that the community is involved in the 
distribution of that land, and in determining how it will be disposed and the net outcome for the community.  
Will the land be used for only residential lots or will there be public open space?  I hope that the disposal of that 
land is managed in a far better way than the disposal of the Scarborough Senior High School site has been 
managed.   

The minister established a hospitality implementation committee that was chaired by the member for Joondalup.  
I am not aware what recommendations the committee presented to the minister.  As time goes by, this 
information might be provided to me.  However, I believe that, like me, the member for Joondalup would like 
the hospitality school to be located in Joondalup.  Time is of the essence.  Decisions need to be made to provide 
those students with certainty about their future.  The provision of that kind of facility cannot happen overnight.  

I recently received a copy of an excellent submission that the managing director of West Coast College of TAFE 
has forwarded to the hospitality implementation committee.  The managing director has sought my support to 
establish the new hospitality training centre at Joondalup.  If the Carine campus of TAFE must close, which is 
obviously imminent, then the Joondalup campus is my next preference, particularly as 87 per cent of the students 
who are currently enrolled at the hospitality school are from areas north of Carine.  That is fairly pertinent.  With 
your forbearance, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.D. McRae), I will place the following quotes from the submission 
on the record -  

The northern suburbs have experienced rapid expansion and population growth since these facilities 
were established.  Without a training facility in the Northern Suburbs future apprentices living and 
working in the region would have no alternative but to travel to Perth or beyond one day a week for the 
duration of their apprenticeship.  To further compound this issue, the average age of new apprentices in 
2002 is only 17 years of age.  These young apprentices and students rely on public transport and lifts 
from family members especially when attending night classes.   

That is a key factor.  Joondalup offers the opportunity of public transport.  The submission states that the three 
colleges that currently offer hospitality and cookery training in the metropolitan area are South East Metropolitan 
College of TAFE, located at Bentley campus; Challenger TAFE, located at Fremantle campus; and West Coast 
College of TAFE, located at Carine campus.  The submission states also -  

By establishing the new Hospitality Training Centre at Joondalup full advantage will be taken of the 
Government infrastructure that has been developed for the northern region of the metropolitan area.  
This infrastructure includes transport systems, educational facilities (Schools, TAFE, University, Police 
Academy), employment agencies (Centrelink), etc.   

The submission states also that Joondalup is already at the centre of a large number of businesses involved with 
hospitality and tourism and that within the Joondalup central business district there are 25 members of the food 
and entertainment working group.  The campus at Joondalup is adjacent to the central business district and in 
easy walking distance of the Joondalup rail and bus stations.  I make those comments to assure members that 
Joondalup will be a good location for the hospitality training centre.   

I take this opportunity to thank both the Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and 
Youth and the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection for having resolved the issue of the Marmion 
Avenue Community Child Care Centre, which is situated on the Carine campus.  It has been agreed that the land 
on which the centre and the car parking facilities are located will be excised and transferred to the Department 
for Community Development so that the centre can continue to operate.  The centre provides a key service for 
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the community; and if the land on which the Carine College of TAFE is situated is sold for residential 
development, even more families in the area will need to access this child care centre.   

The graduate restaurant at the hospitality training centre at the Carine campus has come to mean a lot to many 
people in my electorate and neighbouring electorates.  For the past 21 years, the graduate restaurant has provided 
hospitality students with real-life situations in which they cook and serve restaurant quality meals to paying 
customers at an affordable cost.  It provides a learning experience for students that clearly pays off.  I have 
received correspondence from a number of constituents and organisations far and wide, such as the Mirrabooka 
Probus Club, who utilise this restaurant.  It is clear that its closure will be a real loss for the community.   

In addition to the Marmion Avenue child care centre, the hospitality school and the other disciplines that are 
conducted at Carine TAFE, there is also a business incubator.  The closure of the Carine campus will impact on 
the people who are trying to get established and make their way in small business.  That will be a loss.  I do not 
know what the outcome will be for that centre, because I have not seen any information, and I will be seeking an 
assurance from the minister that that issue will be addressed and these people will be looked after.  Hopefully in 
the not too distant future, once the recommendations have been made public, I will be given a full briefing.   
As I have mentioned, consultation about the disposal of the land is a key issue.  Many constituents have made 
contact with my office seeking an assurance that they will be involved in the process.  The experience with the 
Scarborough Senior High School site has left a bitter taste in the mouths of many people who live near that site.  
I seek an assurance from the minister responsible that this issue will be managed in a better way.  
I turn now to a number of hot spot intersections in my electorate.  The first is adjacent to the Carine campus of 
TAFE at the intersection of Marmion Avenue and Reid Highway.  If the land at Carine TAFE is sold, it will 
increase the number of vehicles on Marmion Avenue and Reid Highway and put pressure on that intersection.  I 
will outline a situation that occurred at this intersection.  On Friday morning, I attended North Beach Primary 
School as the invited guest of the year 7 students.  The students had asked me to come to the school to discuss 
how they could initiate some action to secure an underpass or overpass at that intersection, largely because one 
of the students had been involved in an accident at that intersection.  The student involved was a very lucky 
young lady, because she ended up having only a broken wrist, and I am sure she was also rather battered and 
bruised.  As a consequence of that accident, her bicycle was so severely damaged that I am not sure she will ever 
want to get back on it.  She was crossing the intersection at a green light when a vehicle that was heading north 
on Marmion Avenue collected her and threw her over the windscreen of the car.  Fortunately she was not 
seriously injured, but it could have been a fatal tragedy.  These young students are on campaign to highlight the 
need for this intersection to have either an underpass or an overpass to ensure the safety and wellbeing of 
students and also the community at large.   

As I outlined to the students on that day, this issue has been ongoing for some time.  Not long after I was elected 
to Parliament in 1996, a member of the Waterman community raised this issue with me.  He campaigned on this 
issue heavily in his community, and it resulted in a petition that I presented to the Parliament and that contained 
some 1 700 signatures.  Unfortunately, as is often the case with underpasses, there was some adverse reaction 
from the community that an underpass may attract antisocial behaviour.  However, there was certainly support 
for an overpass.  As I have indicated, the land on which the Carine campus is situated will come up for sale at 
some future time.  It would make good sense for the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, in conjunction 
with the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection, to allocate some funds for an overpass at that 
location.  That would be a positive outcome for my community, and certainly for the students of North Beach 
Primary School who cross the road at that intersection.  
The second hot spot intersection I want to talk about is that of Beach, Davallia and Okely Roads.  On Friday I 
was out in the community hearing from year 7 students when there was a serious accident at that intersection.  It 
happened at about ten to four when students were coming home from school.  Mums and dads were out 
collecting young children; children were getting off and on public transport.  This is a very busy intersection.  
My office is located adjacent to this intersection in the Carine Glades Shopping Centre.  I will describe this 
accident.  Two young girls were in a green soft-top Jeep with a roll cage - the soft top was down - and they were 
indicating to turn right, which meant they were turning west from Davallia Road into Beach Road, and the 
afternoon sun would have been glaring in their faces.  A vehicle was coming up Okely Road, and unfortunately 
there is a bend and the line of sight is quite bad; there are no arrows at that intersection.  The Jeep appears to 
have turned in front of the other vehicle, and it was spun around and toppled upside down, and the girls were 
suspended in the vehicle.  I commend the police, who were swiftly on the scene and ensured that traffic was 
diverted from that location, and the ambulance and emergency personnel who worked quickly to evacuate and 
treat the girls to ensure they did not have any neck injuries.  Members will appreciate that, as they were upside 
down in a vehicle of that description, there was every likelihood that they would have sustained some serious 
back and neck injuries. 
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For some time now I have made representations to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure for some green 
arrows at this intersection.  This is not the first accident to have occurred there and it will not be the last.  I do not 
want anybody to be seriously injured at that intersection.  A fatality could have occurred at that intersection on 
Friday.  There is one arrow on one of the lights coming into Davallia Road, but in my view all entrances to that 
intersection should be looked at seriously.  I will raise this matter with the minister on another occasion, but I 
thought I would take the opportunity of my address-in-reply speech to raise the issue. 
I will refer to two more intersections, the first being that of Duffy Road South and Reid Highway.  This 
intersection has been identified as a location that may in the future require some controlled lighting.  I know that 
cabling has been laid.  The community has made numerous representations to me because there have been a 
number of accidents at that location.  Although those accidents have not been serious, they have certainly 
inconvenienced and disrupted the flow of traffic, and one day there could be a serious accident if this issue is not 
addressed.  I also place that location on record as being a significant hot spot in my electorate.  I am sure other 
members have intersections that concern them, but Friday was a very significant day when people identified with 
me the issues at the intersections of Beach, Davallia and Okely Roads; Reid Highway and Marmion Avenue; and 
this one at Duffy Road South and Reid Highway.   
The last hot spot intersection to which I will refer is Glengarry Drive and Hepburn Avenue.  I have raised this 
issue on numerous occasions.  A large number of vehicles access St Stephen’s School and also Glengarry 
Primary School.  Traffic at this intersection requires some intervention.  Ideally, there should be a roundabout.  
This intersection comes under the care of the City of Joondalup; it is not a Main Roads responsibility, whereas 
the other intersections are.  Nevertheless, there could be a serious accident at this intersection at some time.  A 
high number of year 12 students leave St Stephen’s School each day.  I was told of an incident in which a young 
girl did a U-turn at that intersection in front of a moving truck, and I understand she has decided she will never 
attempt to do that again.  It was a near miss for her. 
These are hot spot intersections in my electorate and I will be pursuing them for the community.  I know there 
are a number of these intersections around the metropolitan area, and in my capacity as opposition spokesperson 
for transport I recognise that we all make great demands on the budget of Main Roads.  We would all like these 
intersections to be controlled in a better way.  However, when accidents start occurring right under our noses we 
cannot continue to ignore them.  The problems at these intersections should be addressed quickly and in a 
responsible way.  I know I speak for all in my community when I raise these issues.  

In closing, I refer again to the Carine Campus of West Coast College of TAFE.  I hope the minister will ensure 
that the facilities for the hospitality students are ready for the commencement of 2004 and that consultation with 
my community commences in the not too distant future.  I would like the minister to indicate to me how the 
Government intends to embark upon that consultation.  From experience with LandCorp and the development 
that was embarked upon at Ambergate Street, I have concerns about the way material is distributed to the 
community.  I attended a small public meeting at the Ambergate Street development not so long ago when 
LandCorp advised me and others that it had sent information to all of the stakeholders.  As a stakeholder and 
member for the area, I did not receive any information.  My office staff are religious about putting information 
like that on my desk for action and then filing.  We did not receive it.  I hope LandCorp will act in a far more 
open and accountable way when it distributes material, if and when it develops this site further.  Obviously, this 
is some time away, but the community has a certain amount of angst over this issue.  The community’s 
experiences with the Scarborough Senior High School site left many people cautious about consultation with this 
Government.  I urge that this consultation happen sooner rather than later.  I would also like to know how 
members of the TAFE campus will be advised about the changes to their courses.  As I have already indicated, I 
will be seeking a further briefing from the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection about how this 
will be embarked upon.  He has certainly been forthcoming in providing some information.  As I have already 
pointed out, he acted generously and graciously by excising the land for the Marmion Avenue Community Child 
Care Centre, which will be able to continue to operate as a result of that huge concession made by the minister, 
in conjunction with the Minister for Community Development.  While the Minister for Consumer and 
Employment Protection is in the Chamber, I place on the record my thanks to him for his commitment to those 
families in my electorate.  I hope that at some stage the minister will be able to indicate to the House what the 
outcome of the Carine campus will be.  I am sure that the recommendations are impending, and I look forward to 
hearing from the minister in due course. 

I also acknowledge the participation of the Acting Speaker (Mr A.D. McRae) in chairing the McRae review.  I 
was interested that the Acting Speaker did not make a recommendation to close the Carine campus, even though 
that is an outcome of his report.  I hope that the Acting Speaker has found some of my comments of interest.  
Although he may not agree with all the sentiments I have expressed, I certainly believe that it would be a 
positive outcome for the students if they were advised in the not too distant future that they will be located in 
hospitality facilities at Joondalup, so that they will be able to complete their studies and use those great skills that 
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they and other students have been able to learn at the Carine campus of the West Coast College of TAFE in the 
past 21 years. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House). 
 


